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Dell, ETHEL M. (d. 1939). Bri
tish novelist who created the
"strongsilent"bero. She gained her
first success with The Way of an

the monastic life. The other three,
Luca (b. 1475), Giovanni (1469-
1529), and Girolamo (1488-1566),
have all left fine examples of their

Eagle, 1912.   Her novels were full    art.   See Bambino illus.

of romantic improbabilities and
dramatic situations, and appealed
to a wide public. Others of her
best-sellers included The Knave of
Diamonds, 1913; The Rocks of
Valpre, 1914 ; Great Heart, 1918 ;
Storm Drift, 1930; The Prison
Wall, 1932 ; Sown Among Thorns,
1939. She married Lt.-Col. G. T.
Savage, 1922. She died Sept. 17,
1939.

Delia Cruscan School. Name
given to a small clique of 18th-cen-
tury British poetasters who wrote
verses marked by insipid senti-
ment ; used extravagant conceits :
and adopted a bombastic classic-
ism. The chief figure of the group
was Robert Merry (1755-98), who
styled himself a new Petrarch and
took the name of Delia Crusca after
the Accademia della Crusca (q.i~.)
at Florence, where he was the soul
of a literary salon. The clique in-
cluded Hannah Oowley (Anna Mat-
ilda), Edward Jerningham (The
Bard), and Mary Darby (Perdita),
and their verses appeared in two
London daily papers, Tne World
and The Oracle, in which they
were heralded as poets of genius.
The school was crushed by William
GifFord's satires, The Baviad,
1794, and The Maeviad, 1795.

Della Robbia, ANDREA (1435-
1528). Florentine sculptor. The
nephew of Luca della Robbia, he
learned his art in the workshop of
his uncle. He had no training in
marble sculpture, and started his
career making works in terra-
cotta. Some of his reliefs are
among the most remarkable of their
kind. He made them for secular
as well as for religious use, and in
some ways effected improvements
in his uncle's methods and designs.
The foundling hospital at Florence
has some fine examples and there
are others at Arezzo and Prato.
Andrea had seven sons, of whom
five followed his calling. Two,
inspired by Savonarola, left it for

Luca della Robbia,
Florentine sculptor

Alter  Vasari

Delia Robbia, LUCA (1399 or
1400-1482). Florentine sculptor.
He was probably a pupil of Lorenzo
Ghiberti. His
finest achieve-
ment was the
marble reliefs
for the singing
gallery of the
cathedral of
Florence, 1431
-40, part of
which is still
preserved in
the Museo del
D u o m o ; he

was associated with Donatello in
other work for the cathedral.
Sculpture in enamelled terra-cotta
was brought to a high state of per-
fection by him. His early training
in marble sculpture giving his
terra-cotta works a technical
quality and expressiveness which
his followers failed to achieve.
Luca died in Florence, Feb. 20,
1482. Specimens of his work are
in the Victoria and Albert Museum,
London ; the National Museum at
Florence has a large collection.

Della Robbia Ware. Terra-
cotta figures and relief sculptures
covered with a brilliant stannifer-
ous glaze. At first this glaze was
colourless, but Luca della Robbia,
who developed the process to such
perfection that it became known
by his name, added oxide to give
colour. Typical Della Robbia
ware has a blue background ; the
designs are classic in style, finely
and boldly modelled. Luca and
his partners were prolific producers
and their successors continued to
work until 1568, when the secret
was lost.

Deller,   ALFRED   GEORGE   (b.
1912).   British singer who revived
the art of the countertenor.    He
was  born  at  Margate,  May  30,
1912, and was a chorister in his
parish church.   His voice remained
a natural alto, and, unable to get
it trained by ortho-
dox teachers, he re-
lied    on    his    own
intuition.  Becoming
a lay-clerk at Canter-
bury   cathedral    in
1940, he joined the
S.   Paul's  cathedral
choir in   1947.    He
first sang publicly in
London,    1944,    at
Morley College, in a

Delia Robbia.   Madonna and Child with saints, a      concert   of   English
typical terra-cotta relief by Andrea della  Robbia      music.    A fine musi-

cian, he made a special study of
Purcell and Handel, on many
occasions performing their works
in the voice for which they were
originally written.

Deller, SIR EDWIN (1883-
1936). British educationist. Born
at Paignton, he began his adminis-
trative career at 19 in the office of
the Kent education committee,
combining with his daily work the
study of law at London University.
In 1912 he became a secretary in
the academic department of the
university, in 1920 assistant secre-
tary of the Royal Society. Re-
turning to the university in 1921
as academic registrar, he became
principal in 1929, a position he
retained until he died on Nov. 27,
1936, as the result of a fall while
inspecting work in progress on the
new buildings, a development he
had done much to promote. Deller
received a knighthood in 1935.

Dellys. Seaport of Algeria, 50
m. E. of Algiers. It has a good
roadstead, and fine new buildings
and streets, as well as an old Arab
quarter with squalid houses and
narrow lanes. There is a trade in
olives and wine. Pop. (est.)
22,000.

Delmenhorst. Town of W.
Germa.ny, in Lower Saxony. On
the Delme, 7 m. W. of Bremen,

Delia Robbia Ware.    Terra-cotta
enamelled relief, representing the
Nativity and Annunciation to the
Shepherds.   This relief dates from
c. 1430, but the border of roses is
probably a later addition
Victoria <& Albert Museum
it makes linoleum, cigars, bricks,
iron ware, and woollen and jute
goods. It has R.C. and Protestant
churches. Units of the 51st (High-
land) division captured Delmen-
horst on April 20, 1945, during
the advance on Bremen. Pop.
(1954) 55,563.
Delolme, JEAN Louis (1740-
1806). Swiss writer. His early life
was passed in Geneva, where he
was born and where he studied
law and practised as an advocate.
For one of his writings he
L6